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GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PROVINCIAL  SECRETARY 

OFFICE  OF  THE  EIRE  COMMISSIONER 


Edmonton,  Alberta 
April  30th,  1958 

TO;  THE  HONOURABLE  A.  J.  HOOKE, 

Provincial  Secretary  of  Alberta 

Edmonton,  Alberta 

Dear  Sir: 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  Section  41  of  The  Fire  Prevention  Act,  I  have 
the  honour  to  submit  the  Thirty-eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  operations  of  the 
Office  of  the  Fire  Commissioner,  for  the  calendar  year  1957. 

(1  )  All  the  fire  losses  reported  have  been  recorded  and  a  comparison  of  1957 
and  1956  fire  losses  is  as  follows: 

Number  Per  cent 

la)  Year  of  fires  increase 

1957  2,980  3% 

1 956  2,883 

(b)  Loss  of  life,  1957  -  39 
Loss  of  life,  1956  -  35 

Fire  losses  are  continuing  at  a  high  level  but  it  is  encouraging  to  see  a  steady 
decline  in  the  per  capita  loss  for  the  last  three  years.  We  regret  to  have  to 
report  an  increase  in  the  loss  of  life  which  we  suggest  points  of  the  continued 
need  for  more  public  information  on  methods  of  life  preservation  to  prevent  death 
by  fire  in  the  home. 

(2)  The  largest  loss  of  the  year  occurred  in  the  month  of  February  causing 
complete  destruction  of  the  Dainty  Maid  Bakery  of  Edmonton.  The  cause 
could  not  definitely  be  determined  but  lack  of  care  by  the  management 
and  lack  of  fire  safe  construction  of  the  building  were  contributing  factors 
in  this  large  loss.  Large  losses  listed  in  table  8  account  for  three-fifths  of 
the  total  fire  loss.  There  were  one  hundred  fires  in  which  the  loss  was 
$10,000.00  or  more.  RETAIL  STORE  losses  increased  20%  in  number 
over  the  previous  year  and  this  class  of  property  produced  a  larger  loss 
than  any  other  class.  FARM  FIRES  decreased  25%  and  the  amount  of 
the  loss  decreased  26%.  The  number  of  fires  at  PROTECTED  DWELLINGS 
is  up  slightly  but  the  amount  of  the  loss  decreased  23%  and  the  overall 
dwelling  loss  decreased  22%.  HOTEL  PROPERTIES  suffered  a  very  high 
fire  loss  and  increased  130%  over  the  previous  year.  The  MANUFACTUR¬ 
ING  class  provides  the  brightest  news  in  the  report  with  just  one-third 
of  the  number  of  fires  and  one-seventh  of  the  loss  compared  with  the 
previous  year  Table  number  6  gives  the  loss  record  in  the  different  classes 
of  property.  Item  20  in  the  table  comprises  mainly  of  car  or  truck  fires 
and  we  wish  to  comment  that  the  increase  in  the  number  of  fires  and  the 
amount  of  property  loss  in  this  class  is  significant. 

(3)  SMOKERS'  CARELESSNESS  continues  as  the  largest  known  cause  of  fire 
and  next  in  order  of  freguency  are  the  following:  ELECTRICITY,  STOVE, 
FURNACES,  BOILERS  AND  THEIR  PIPES:  HOT  GREASE,  WAX  OR 


Amount 
of  loss 

$6,532,451 

6,840,901 


Per  cent 
decrease 

4,3% 
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PARAFFIN;  PETROLEUM  AND  ITS  PRODUCTS;  MATCHES;  HOT  ASHES, 
OPEN  FIRES  AND  GRASS  FIRES;  LIGHTS  (other  than  electricity)  GHIM- 
NEYS  AND  FLUES.  Tables  7  and  7A  show  a  detailed  summary. 

(4)  Inspections  and  investigations  are  summarized  in  tables  9,  10  and  12. 
Plan  checking  work  continues  to  increase  so  that  it  is  a  major  item  of 
office  work.  Investigations  of  fires  have  increased  almost  50%,  while 
inspections  and  corrections  of  fire  hazard  orders  have  also  been  increased 
over  the  previous  year. 

(5)  The  continued  high  level  of  activity  was  maintained  in  support  of  the 
International  Fire  Prevention  Week  campaign.  As  a  result  Alberta  fire 
departments  and  co-operating  organizations  and  individuals  produced  221 
reports  for  entry  in  the  National  Fire  Protection  Association  annual  con¬ 
test.  Thirty-one  awards  in  the  form  of  certificates  of  merit  were  won  by 
Alberta  communities.  In  the  Canadian  Grand  Open  competition  Alberta 
cities  and  towns  placed  in  the  following  order  of  merit; 

Calgary  -  sixth 

Bonnyville  -  twentieth 

Edmonton  -  twenty-second 

Peace  River  -  twenty-eight 

(6)  A  special  aspect  of  the  fire  loss  summary  for  1957  is  the  high  loss  in  hotel 
properties.  The  number  of  fires  in  hotels  continued  to  rise  and  the  property 
fire  loss  exceeded  one  half  million  dollars.  Another  trend  was  a  substan¬ 
tial  increase  in  the  number  of  retail  store  fires  although  the  total  loss  in 
this  class  of  property  decreased  slightly.  Care  in  underwriting  these  pro¬ 
perties  to  prevent  overinsurance,  and  careful  inspections  to  correct  fire 
hazards  should  counteract  these  rising  loss  trends.  , 

(7)  Fire  department  inspections,  and  fire  department  instruction  assistance 
to  fire  chiefs  has  continued  to  meet  the  needs  and  requests  for  assistance 
from  volunteer  fire  departments.  Thirty  new  fire  chiefs  were  appointed 
during  the  year  and  new  fire  brigades  formed.  Twelve  new  fire  fighting 
units  were  purchased  throughout  Alberta.  Training  assistance  to  fire  chiefs 
was  given  with  the  use  of  the  Fire  Protection  instruction  Unit  and  with 
the  Civil  Defence  pumpers  in  a  total  of  109  communities.  In  this  program 
instruction  was  given  to  1,652  volunteer  and  auxiliary  firemen.  There  is 
a  continued  need  for  fire  officer  training  for  the  smaller  fire  departments. 

(8)  The  Fire  Prevention  Act  is  now  Chapter  115  and  the  Lightning  Rod  Act 
is  Chapter  176  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Alberta,  1955.  The  Revised 
Statutes  came  into  force  July  1st,  1957.  Under  the  provisions  of  the 
Regulations  Act,  Chapter  78  of  the  Statutes  of  Alberta  1957  all  regulations 
under  the  Provincial  Statutes  are  required  to  be  registered.  All  regulations 
were  registered  in  December  1957  and  published  in  the  Alberta  Gazette. 
Regulations  can  now  be  referred  to  by  number  and  fire  regulations  may 
be  found  published  in  the  January  15th  and  January  31st,  1958  issue  of 
the  Gazette. 

(9)  The  Fire  Gommissioner  attended  the  National  Fire  Protection  Association 
annual  conference  in  May  at  Los  Angeles  and  also  the  Alberta  Provincial 
Fire  Ghiefs'  Gonference  at  Banff  in  June. 

(10)  The  Government  Service  particularly,  and  the  municipal  fire  services  gener¬ 
ally  suffered  a  great  loss  with  the  passing  of  M.  J.  Bedard,  Deputy  Fire 
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Commissioner  on  November  4th,  1957.  Mr.  Bedard  was  first  appointed 
Inspector  in  1947,  then  promoted  to  Deputy  Fire  Commissioner  in  1952  in 
which  position  he  continued  active  until  the  time  of  his  death. 

(11)  I  wish  to  report  the  energetic  and  faithful  discharge  of  duties  by  my  staff 
which  has  made  possible  the  maximum  of  service  to  the  public.  The  officers 
and  men  of  fire  departments,  and  particularly  the  volunteer  firemen,  are 
to  be  commended  for  their  efforts  to  prevent  and  control  fire  losses.  The 
work  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  has  been  outstanding  in  the 
investigation  of  suspicious  fire,  and  in  the  support  and  assistance  given  to 
volunteer  fire  departments.  I  wish  to  express  appreciation  for  the  work 
done  by  municipal  councils,  municipal  police  officers,  insurance  company 
inspectors  and  adjusters.  The  Fire  Underwriters  Investigation  Bureau,  and 
by  all  other  organizations  and  individuals  whose  efforts  have  been  directed 
toward  reduction  of  Alberta's  fire  waste. 

Respectfully  submitted 


AUSTIN  E.  BRIDGES, 
Fire  Commissioner. 
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TABLE  No.  1 

A  COMPARISON  OF  THE  MONTHLY  LOSSES  IN  1956  AND  1957 


1956 

1957 

Month 

No.  of  Fires 

Loss 

No.  of  Fires 

Loss 

January  _ 

_  270 

$  977,724 

334 

$  917,137 

February  _ 

_  274 

560,775 

271 

969,895 

March  _ 

_  239 

701,390 

263 

566,024 

April  _ 

_  224 

368,314 

209 

415'096 

May  _ 

_  333 

964,788 

270 

441,242 

June  _ 

_  217 

356,807 

223 

520,824 

July  _ 

_  192 

232,132 

260 

630,111 

August  _ 

_  185 

168,507 

203 

4CO,402 

September  _ 

_  207 

282,362 

217 

241,093 

October  _ 

_  195 

315,457 

218 

297,870 

November  _ 

_  235 

816,875 

227 

390.;  950 

December  _ 

_  312 

1,094,770 

285 

741,807 

TOTAI _ 

_  2,883 

$6,840,901 

2,980 

$6,532,451 

TABLE  No.  2 

COMPARISON  OF  YEARLY  LOSSES  FROM  JANUARY  Ist,  1948  TO 

DECEMBER  31st,  1957 


No.  of 


Calendar  Year  Fires 

1948  2,285 

1 949  2,464 

1950  2,798 

1951  3,009 

1952  3,130 

1953  2,553 

1954  2,574 

1955  2,422 

1956  2,883 

1957  2,980 

TEN  YEAR  TOTAI _  27,098 

Population  (1957)  -  1,149,712 


Property 

No.  of 

Per  Capita 

Loss 

Deaths 

Loss 

$  3,815,868.36 

49 

4.51 

5,299,584.00 

37 

6.08 

5,242,553.00 

37 

5.85 

4,661,963.00 

28 

4.98 

4,545,444.00 

36 

4.84 

5,652,339.00 

54 

4.71 

7,657,085.00 

35 

7.37 

6,810,883.00 

46 

6.38 

6,840,901.00 

35 

6.09 

6,532,451.00 

39 

5.68 

$57,059,071 .36 

396 

Per  Capita  Loss  (1957)  -  5.68 


TABLE  No.  3 

CLASSIFICATION  AND  CAUSES  OF  PROPERTY  LOSS  IN  1957 

(Reference  to  Table  No.  6) 

Property  Causes  No.  of  Fires 

DWELLINGS,  APARTMENTS,  THEIR 
GARAGES  AND  OUTBUILDINGS— 

EXCLUDING  FARMS 

(a)  Brick — Protected 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches) 

Electricity  - 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  - 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  - 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  Pipes  - 

Spontaneous  Ignition  - 
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Table  No.  3  —  Continued 


Property  Causes 

(b)  Frame — Protected 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches) 

Electricity  _ 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  _ _ _ 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  _ 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  _ 

Matches  (others  than  smokers'  carelessness) 

Lights  (other  than  electric)  _ 

Petroleum  and  its  products  - 

Hot  Ashes  (coals  and  open  fires)  _ 

Lightning  (unrodded  buildings)  _ 

Exposure  fires  _ 

Chimneys,  Flues  (overheated  and  defective) 

Spontaneous  Ignition  _ 

Incendiarism  _ 

Sparks  on  Roof  - 


(c)  Frame — Unprotected 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  - 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches) 

Electricity  - 

Petroleum  and  its  products  _ 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  _ 

Chimneys,  Flues  (overheated  and  defective) 
Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers,  and  their  pipes  — . 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  _ 

Lights  (other  than  electric)  _ 

Exposure  fires  _ 

Incendiarism  _ 

Matches  (other  than  smokers'  carelessness) 

Lightning  (unrodded  buildings)  _ 

Sparks  on  Roof  _ 


FARM  PROPERTY 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  _ 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  _ 

Chimneys,  Flues,  (Overheated  and  defective) 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  _ 

Electricity  _ 

Lightning  (unrodded  buildings)  _ 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches) 

Petroleum  and  its  products  - 

Miscellaneous  _ 

Matches  (other  than  smokers'  carelessness) 

Spontaneous  ignition  _ : _ 

Lights  (other  than  electric)  - 

Exposure  fires  _ 

Incendiarism  _ 

Sparks  on  Roof  _ 


CHURCHES 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  - 

Electricity  - 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  — 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  - 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches) 

Incendiarism  _ _ _ 

Miscellaneous  - 


No,  of  Fires 


768 

160 

160 

158 

76 

64 

52 

26 

25 

13 

12 

10 

9 

2 


1536 

37 

10 

10 

7 

6 

6 

5 

4 

4 

3 

3 

2 

•  2 

2 


101 

99 

39 

28 

20 

18 

17 

15 

13 

11 

8 

8 

6 

3 

3 

2 


290 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 


15 
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Table  No.  3  —  Continued 


Property  '  Causes  No.  of  Fires 

HOSPITALS  AND  SANATORIA 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches)  _  I 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  _  1 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes -  1 

Miscellaneous  -  1 


PUBLIC  HALLS 

Unknown  couses  of  fire  _ 

Miscellaneous  - 

Exposure  fires  _ 

Lightning  (unrodded  buildings)  - 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches) 


4 

3 

2 

} 

1 

1 


SCHOOLS  AND  INSTITUTIONS— EDUCATIONAL 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  - 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers,  and  their  pipes 

Electricity  _ 

Spontaneous  ignition  - 

Miscellaneous  _ 

Petroleum  and  its  products  _ 

Exposure  fires  - 


8 

6 

C 

J 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 


ALL  OTHER  INSTITUTIONAL  BUILDINGS 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  _ 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches) 

Electricity  _ 

Incendiarism  _ 

Miscellaneous  - 


20 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 


WAREHOUSES 

Unknown  couses  of  fire  _ 

Electricity  - 

Miscellaneous  - 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  _ 

Incendiarism  _ 


10 

6 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 


RETAIL  STORES  AND  CONTENTS 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  - 

Electricity  - 

Smoking- (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches) 
Stoves.  Furnaces,  Boilers,  and  their  pipes  — 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  - 

Exposure  fires  _ 

Chimneys  and  Flues  - 

Matches  (other  than  smokers'  carelessness) 

Petroleum  and  its  products  - 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  - - 

Lightning  (unrodded  buildings)  - 

Spontaneous  ignition  - 

Sparks  on  Roof  _ 

Incendiarism  _ 


16 

58 

24 

19 

11 

11 

7 

5 

4 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 


149 
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Table  No.  3  —  Continued 
Property  Causes 

HOTELS 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches)  _ 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  _ 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  _ 

Stoves  , Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  _ 

Electricity  _ 

Exposure  fires  _ 

Petroleum  and  its  products  _ 

Chimneys  and  Flues  _ 

Hot  ashehs,  coals  and  open  fires  _ 

Spontaneous  ignition  _ 


FOOD  PLANTS  AND  DISTILLERIES 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  _ 

Electricity  _ 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  _ 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  .. 
Matches  (other  than  smokers'  carelessness) 


FLOUR  MILLS  AND  GRAIN  ELEVATORS 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  _ 

Spontaneous  ignition  _ 

Matches  (other  than  smokers'  carelessness) 

Lightning  (rodded  buildings)  _ 

Lightning  (unrodded  buildings)  _ 


OIL  PROPERTIES  AND  OIL  TANKS 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  _ 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  _ 

Petroleum  and  its  products  _ 

Electricity  _ 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  _ 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches) 

Spontaneous  ignition  _ 

ExDOSure  fires  _  _ 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  - 

Matches  (other  than  smokers'  carelessness) 
Lightning  (unrodded  buildings)  - 


SAW  AND  SHINGLE  MILLS 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  _ 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  - 

Petroleum  and  its  products  - 

Electricity  - 

Miscellaneous  -  - 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes 

Lightning  (unrodded  buildings)  - 

Spontaneous  Ignition  - 


LUMBER  YARDS 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  - 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  — 

Exposure  fires  - 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires 
Electricity  - 


WOODWORKERS 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires 
Sparks  on  roof  - - - 


Table  No.  3  —  Continued 


Property 


Causes 


METAL  WORKERS 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  _ 

Petroleum  and  its  products  _ 

Electricity  _ 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  _ 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  _ 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers,  and  their  pipes  _ 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches) 
Matches  (other  than  smokers'  carelessness) 

Spontaneous  Ignition  - 

Exposure  Fires  _ 

Chimneys  and  Flues  _ 

Lights  (other  than  electric)  _ 

Incendiarism  _ 


No.  of  Fires 


25 

12 

9 

8 

8 

4 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


MINING  PROPERTY 

Unknown  causes  of  fire 


78 

1 


RAILWAY  PROPERTY— LIGHT  AND  POWER  9LANTS 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  _ 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  — _ _ 

Chimneys  and  Flues  - 

Miscellaneous  _ 


1 

4 

2 

1 

1 


MISCELLANEOUS  MANUFACTURING  PREMISES 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  - 

Electricity  _ 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  - 

Exposure  of  fires  _ 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  - 

Petroleum  and  its  products  - 


8 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


MISCELLANEOUS  NON-MANUFACTURING  PREMISES 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  - 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches) 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  - 

Electricity  - 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  — 

.  Exposure  fires  - 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  - 

Matches  (other  than  smokers'  carelessness)  . 

Spontaneous  Ignition  - 

Petroleum  and  its  Products  - 

Chimney  Flues  (defective  and  overheated)  . 
Incendiarism  _ _ _ 


13 

40 

21 

19 

13 

11 

5 

5 

5 

4 

1 

1 

1 


PROPERTY  OTHER  THAN  BUILDINGS 

Electricity  - - - 

Unknown  causes  of  fire  - 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  pipes,  matches) 

Petroleum  and  its  products  - 

Miscellaneous  causes  of  fire  - 

Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  — 

Exposure  fires  - 

Incendiarism  - 

Lights  (other  than  electric)  - 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  opeo  fires  - 

Sparks  on  Roof  - 

Matches  (other  than  smokers'  carelessness) 
Spontaneous  ignition  - 


126 

93 

90. 

82 

33 

31 

16 

7 

7 

5 

4 

1 

1 

1 


12 


371 


TABLE  No.  4 

INSTITUTION  AND  ASSEMBLY  BUILDINGS — -(Excluding  Theatres  and  Clubs.) 

Class  of 


Date 

Location 

Occupancy 

Damage 

Buildings 

Cause 

Jan. 

11 

Calgary 

Church 

64,500 

Brick 

Unknown 

Jan. 

Calgary 

Church 

88 

Frame 

Unknown 

Jan. 

12 

Calgary 

Hall 

590 

Frame 

Garbage  fire 

Jan. 

1 

Edmonton 

Hail 

35 

Frame 

Unknown 

Jan. 

20 

Midnapore 

Hall 

1,686 

Frame 

Unknown 

Jan. 

Wainwright 

School 

2,500 

Frame 

Faulty  heating  device 

Jan. 

11 

Bruce 

.School 

146 

Frame 

Faulty  proDone  floor 
Furnace 

Jan. 

21 

Doe  Creek 

School 

5,501 

Frame 

Overheated  stove  pipe 

Jan. 

13 

Rycroft 

School 

83,345 

Frame 

Accumulation  of  natural 
gas 

Jan. 

8 

Mirror 

School 

4,492 

Frame 

Unknown 

Jan. 

31 

Ponoka 

Hospital 

7,526 

Brick 

Unknown 

Feb. 

6 

Bawlf 

Church 

35,055 

Frame 

Unknown 

Feb. 

21 

Edmonton 

School 

431 

Frame 

Unknown 

Feb. 

21 

Edmonton 

School 

400 

Frame 

Soark  from  heater 

Feb. 

18 

Winfield 

School 

148 

Frame 

Polishing  Machine 

Feb. 

21 

EJmonton 

School 

15,000 

Frame 

Unknown 

Mar. 

13 

Cathryn 

School 

4,134 

Frame 

'^aulty  heating  eguipment 

Mar. 

23 

Edmonton 

School  Dormitory 

15 

Brick 

Overheated  coffee  pot 

Mar. 

24 

Bowden 

School 

26,625 

Brick 

Unknown 

April 

13 

Picture  Butte 

Church 

4,528 

Brick 

Burnina  charcoal  ignited 
clothing 

Apr. 

21 

Spedden 

Church 

23,336 

Frame 

Unknown 

Apr 

23 

Edmonton 

University 

288 

Brick 

Fire  in  window  awning 

Apr. 

15 

Edmonton 

Church 

116 

Frame 

Paper  caught  fire 

May 

29 

Edmonton 

School 

2,997 

Brick 

Sun  exposure 

May 

9 

Leduc 

School 

10,003 

Frame 

Unknown 

May 

Namao 

Mess  Hall 

118 

Bt  ick 

Short  circuit 

June 

3 

Bowness 

School 

59 

Frame 

Short  circuit 

June 

14 

Edmonton 

School 

208 

Frame 

Unknown. 

June 

29 

Edmonton 

School 

61 

Masonry 

Unknown 

July 

31 

Calgary 

Church 

35,000 

Brick 

Suspected  arson 

July 

31 

Calgary 

Church 

1,972 

Brick 

Vandalism 

July 

15 

Red  Deer 

Dormitory 

225 

Frame 

Unknown 

Aug. 

3 

Derwent 

Church 

1,717 

Leg  a  Frame 

Grass  fire 

Aug. 

10 

Milk  River 

Holl 

5,000 

Frame 

Lightning 

Aug. 

27 

Cardston 

Hall 

1 3,000 

Frame 

Unknown 

Aug. 

IQ 

Calgary 

Church  home 

30 

Brick 

Arson 

Aug. 

5 

Claresholm 

Auditorium 

471 

Frame 

Unknown 

Sept. 

18 

Edmonton 

Church 

190 

Brick 

Cigarettes 

Sept. 

8 

Grande  Prairie 

Hospital 

160 

Brick 

Grass  fire 

Q 

CD 

20 

'  ‘/Sii'elaw 

Hall 

348 

Frame 

Fxoosu  re 

Sept. 

29 

Fdmonton 

Dormitory 

60 

Br’ck 

Cigarettes 

Oct 

20 

Church 

175 

Frame 

Sparks  in  hot  air  vent 

Oct. 

29 

Cold  L  ake 

Church 

4,817 

Frame 

Grass  fire 

Oct. 

31 

'^'^monton 

Church 

61 

Frame 

Cigarettes 

Oct 

27 

Calgary 

Church 

1,000 

Framie 

Motor  ceased 

Oct. 

Wetaskiwin 

Hall 

24 

Frame 

Cigarettes 

Oct. 

Cardston 

School 

119 

Frame 

Unknown 

Nov. 

12 

Claresholm 

Church 

1,208 

Frame 

Furnace 

Nov. 

20 

Edmonton 

Hospitol 

21 

Frame 

Heoter 

Nov 

28 

Drumheller 

Hospital 

40 

Brick 

Cigarettes 

Nov. 

19 

Edmonton 

Hospital 

153 

Brick 

Unknown 

Nov. 

IS 

Fort  Assiniboine 

School 

403 

Frame 

Exposure 

Mov. 

22 

s^monton 

School 

998 

Frame 

1  hknewn 

Nov. 

8 

Fdmo.nton 

Convent 

38 

Brick 

Electric  Iron 

Dec. 

Edmonton 

Church 

141 

Frame 

Electric  Motor 

Dec. 

19 

Girouxvilie 

School 

126.632 

Frame 

-tnneous  combustion 

Dec. 

2 

Edmonton 

School 

2,om 

Frame 

Unknown 

13 


TABLE  No.  5 

LOSSES  CAUSED  BY  LIGHTNING 


Damage 


Month 

Location 

Occupancy 

Building 

Contents 

Total 

May 

NW'/4-17-43-17-w-4 

Barn 

325 

325 

Dona  Ida 

Farm  House 

2,555 

1,442 

3,997 

SE’/4-19-29-25-w-4 

Dwelling 

3,455 

3,455 

Rocky  Mtn.  House 

Saw  Mill 

1 6,486 

16,486 

June 

Alberta  Beach 

Dwelling 

153 

153 

N'/2-9-14-15-w  4 

Barn 

5,152 

5,152 

Wetaskiwin 

Implement  Shed 

2,000 

2,000 

Hay  Lakes 

Dwelling 

328 

77 

405 

July 

Forest  Lawn 

Dwelling 

120 

120 

240 

Jasper  Place 

Dwelling 

235 

235 

Colmar 

Dwelling 

90 

90 

Edmonton 

Dwelling 

90 

90 

Edmonton 

Dwelling 

29 

29 

Edmonton 

Dwelling 

3 

11 

14 

Edmonton 

Dwelling 

64 

64 

Edmonton 

Storage  building 

2,283 

2,283 

SW’/4-23-28-19-w-4 

Dwelling 

13,738 

1,367 

15,105 

Olds 

Dwelling 

95 

95 

Pakan 

Dwelling 

30 

30 

St.  Lina 

Dwelling 

248 

no 

358 

Rimby 

Feed  Mill 

3,961 

3,961 

August 

Cam  rose 

Dwelling 

90 

90 

Erskine 

Dwelling 

81 

81 

Mag  rath 

Dwelling 

95 

:  ,  95 

1  t 

Edmonton 

Dwelling 

317 

317 

Alliance 

Dwelling 

300 

300 

La  com  be 

Dwelling 

10 

10 

NE’/4-28-55-16-w-4 

Barn 

5C0 

500 

Coutts 

Dwelling 

6,000 

4,000 

10,000 

Minburn 

Dwelling 

100 

100 

Reno 

Dwelling 

4,230 

1,980 

6,210 

Milk  River 

Hall 

4,000 

1,000 

5,000 

Edmonton 

Millwork 

177 

44 

221 

Greenshields 

Elevator 

30,000 

70,000 

100,000 

Stettler 

Wholesale 

178 

178 

September  Fort  Saskatchewan 

Dwelling 

150 

150 

October 

Lethbridge 

Dwelling 

19 

19 

Stavely 

Dwelling 

125 

125 

M 


TABLE  No.  6 


FIRE  LOSSES  BY  PROPERTY  CLASSIFICATION 


Property 

1.  Brick,  etc.,  Dwellings — Protected  _ 

2.  Frame,  etc.,  Dwellings — Protected  _ 

3.  Brick  and  Frame,  etc..  Dwellings — Unprotected 

4.  Farm  Property  _ _ _ 

5A.  Churches  _ 

5B.  Flospitals  and  Sanatoria  _ 

5C.  Public  Halls  _ 

5D.  Schools  and  Educational  Institutes  _ 

5E.  All  other  Institutional  Buildings  _ 

6.  Warehouses  of  all  kinds  _ 

7.  Retail  Stores  - 

8.  Hotels  _ 

9.  Food  Plants,  distilleries,  etc.  - 

10.  Flour  Mills  and  Gram  Elevators  - 

11.  Oil  Risks,  Oil  Tanks,  etc.  - 

12.  Saw  and  Shingle  Mills  - 

13.  Lumber  Yards  _ 

14.  Woodworkers  _ 

15.  Metal  Workers — Garages  - 

16.  Mining  Property  - 

17.  Railway  Property,  Light  and  Power  Plants  - 

18.  Miscellaneous  Manufacturing  Premises  _ 

19.  Miscellaneous  Non-Manufacturing  Premises  — 

20.  Property  other  than  buildings  - 

TOTAI _ 


No.  of 

Total  of 

Fires 

Damage 

40 

$  8,653 

1,536 

489,690 

10.1 

203,000 

290 

692,121 

15 

173,788 

4 

374 

8 

21,114 

20 

285,013 

10 

10,645 

16 

248,362 

149 

( Buildings) 

284,146 

(Contents) 

485,653 

82 

( Buildings) 

309,247 

(Contents) 

207,385 

16 

528  545 

10 

317,905 

56 

241,990 

17 

217,861 

11 

40,237 

2 

1,970 

78 

670,289 

1 

26,572 

8 

12,415 

13 

54,392 

126 

681,879 

371 

318,207 

2,980 

$6,532,451 

TABLE  No.  7 
CAUSES  OF  FIRES 


Causes 


No.  of  Total  of 

Fires  Damage 


51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

58. 

59. 
00. 
60A 
61. 
62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66. 


Chimneys,  Flues,  Overheated  and  Defective 
Stoves,  Furnaces,  Boilers  and  their  pipes  — 

Hot  ashes,  coals  and  open  fires  - 

Sparks  on  roofs  - 

Exposure  Fires  - 

Smoking  (cigarettes,  cigars,  matches)  - 

Matches  (Other  than  smokers'  carelessness) 

Lights  (Other  than  electric)  - 

Electricity  - 

Lightning  (unrodded  buildings)  - 

Lightning  (rodded  buildings)  - 

Spontaneous  Ignition  - 

Petroleum  and  its  products  - 

Incendiarism  - 

Miscellaneous  (See  table  No.  7A)  - 

Motion  Picture  Film  Ignition  - 

Unknown  Causes  of  Fire  - 


53 

184 

85 

8 

45 

991 

90 

68 

360 

37 

1 

33 

107 

22 

282 

614 


154,692 

270,083 

155,053 

838 

370,885 

125,101 

60,466 

16,432 

495,0.10 

77,963 

100,000 

230,579 

393,473 

68,051 

324,070 

3,689,755 


TOTAL 


2,980  6,532,451 


15 


TABLE  No.  7A 

CAUSES  OE  El  RES — (Breakdown  of  No.  64  -  Miscellaneous) 


Causes 

Hot  greases,  wax  or  paraffin  _ 

Others  involving  flammable  liquids  such  as  alcohol,  etc. 

Acts  of  children  _ _ _ 

Explosions  _ 

Welders'  torches,  arc  welding,  blow  torches  _ 

Materials  too  close  to  radiators,  stoves,  etc.  - 

Overheated  electrical  motors  _ 

Ignition  of  adhesive  glue  _ _ 

Ignition  by  hot  metals  (direct  contact)  _ 

Sun  reflecting  or  magnifying  _ 

Fire  crackers  _ 

Fire  tube  failure  (oil  wells)  _ _ 

Plastic  material  on  fire  thrown  on  rugs  _ 

Fires  involving  sawdust  _ 

Hot  electrical  sparks  _ 

Combustible  waste  containers  _ 

Ignition  of  carbide  due  to  seepage  of  water  _ 

Vehicle  collision  with  fire  resulting  _ 

Electrical  equipment  failures  _ 

Prairie  fires  _ 

Propane  tank  leak  _ 


No.  of 
Fires 
108 
12 
12 
8 
14 
45 

7 

8 
8 
2 
7 

3 

4 
2 
7 

5 
2 
16 
7 
3 
1 


Damage 
$  47,855 
10,790 
1,317 
7,174 
46,109 
34,026 
5,001 
678 
48,288 
683 
6,030 
14,877 
195 
117 
2,374 
3,362 
762 
32,343 
10,904 
985 
50,200 


TOTAL 


$  324,070 


TABLE  No.  8 

LARGEST  LOSSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Date 

Location 

Occupancy 

Loss 

Cause 

Jan. 

9 

Hinton 

Bunk  Houses 

$  61,173 

Unknown 

Jan. 

12 

St.  Paul 

Barn 

12,185 

Unknown 

Jan. 

27 

Lamont 

Farm  Dwelling 

10,000 

Unknown 

Jan. 

1 1 

Calgary 

Church 

64,500 

Unknown 

Jan. 

13 

Rycroft 

School 

85,345 

Accumulation  of  natural 
gas 

Jon. 

29 

Tawatinaw 

General  Store 

1 9,097 

Unknown 

Jan. 

13 

Sanqudo 

Elevator 

80,665 

Exposure 

Jan. 

25 

Champion 

Service  Station 

1 6,667 

Unknown 

Jan. 

19 

Watino 

Engine  House 

10,635 

Broken  Fuel  Line 

Jan. 

18 

Sec.  22-10-1-W-5 

Repair  Garage 

1 4,000 

Welding  torch  ignited 
gasoline 

Jan. 

21 

Stettler 

Garage 

22,274 

Unknown 

Jan. 

10 

Lethbridge 

Plant 

168,188 

Unknown 

Jan. 

16 

Highway  16 

Semi  Trailer  Transport 

10,059 

Propane  Connection 

Feb. 

6 

Bawlf 

Church 

35,055 

Unknovm 

Feb. 

21 

Edmonton 

School 

15,000 

Unknown 

Feb. 

22 

St.  Vincent 

General  Store 

1 4,497 

Unknown 

Feb 

18 

Evansburg 

Hotel 

55,309 

Gas  Explosion 

Feb. 

22 

Gainford 

Hotel 

98,091 

Unknown 

Feb. 

19 

Edmonton 

Bakery 

328,928 

Unknown 

Feb 

5 

Keg  River 

Sawmill 

21,745 

Spontaneous  ignition 

Feb. 

22 

Medicine  Hat 

Iron  Machine  Shop 

23,340 

Unknown 

Feb. 

22 

Slave  Lake 

Garage  &  Dwelling 

38,135 

Unknown 

heb. 

21 

Pibrock 

Garage 

62,178 

Unknown 

Mar. 

24 

Bowden 

School 

26,625 

Unknown 

Mar. 

14 

Medicine  Hat 

Office  &  Warehouse 

72,335 

Spark  from  welding 
torch 

Mar. 

10 

Mundare  - 

Food  Locker 

28,432 

Unknown 

Ma  r: 

27 

Innisfree 

Chop  Mill  &  Seed  Plgnt 

....  .  1 4,470 

Unknown 

16 


Table  No.  8  • —  Continued 


Date 

Mar. 

16 

Location 

Drayton  Valley 

Mar. 

27 

Jasper 

Mar. 

21 

Ft.  Chipiwyaw 

Mar. 

31 

Sec.  24-48-8-W-4 

Mar. 

13 

Strawberry  Creek 

Mar. 

2 

Edmonton 

Mar. 

2 

Mirror 

Apr. 

9 

Medicine  Hat 

Apr. 

22 

Spedden 

Apr. 

5 

LSD.  16 

Apr. 

10 

New  Norway 

Apr. 

13 

Valleyview 

Apr. 

10 

Mirror 

Apr. 

5 

Vulcan 

Apr. 

28 

Lodgepole 

Apr. 

17 

Donnelly 

May 

9 

Leduc 

May 

17 

Prestville 

May 

19 

Edmonton 

May 

25 

St.  Paul 

May 

29 

St.  Albert 

May 

24 

Rocky  Mtn.  House 

May 

28 

Hines  Creek 

May 

31 

fe.  8-69-9-W-5 

May 

18 

Edmonton 

May 

3 

Barrhead 

May 

29 

Wetaskiwin 

June 

26 

Three  Hills 

June 

26 

Edmonton 

June 

19 

Edmonton 

June 

10 

Worsley 

June 

2 

Strome 

June 

9 

Nevis 

June 

28 

Valleyview 

June 

1 

North  of  Edmonton 

June 

19 

Edmonton 

June 

19 

Edmonton 

July 

9 

South  Edmonton 

July 

6 

Sec.  23-28- 19-W-4 

July 

12 

Cam  rose 

July 

31 

Calgary 

July 

20 

Edmonton 

July 

22 

Edmonton 

July 

6 

Brooks 

July 

31 

Evansburg 

July 

2 

Acme 

July 

2 

Calgary 

July 

28 

Banff 

Aug. 

20 

Coutts 

Aug. 

18 

Rockyview  Dairy 

Aug. 

8 

LaCorey 

Aug. 

27 

Cardston 

Aug. 

3 

Edmonton 

Aug. 

12 

Greenshields 

Aug. 

25 

Stony  Plain 

Aug. 

29 

Redd  iff 

Sept. 

1 

Frank 

Sept. 

1 

Condar 

Oct. 

29 

LaGlace 

Oct. 

6 

Calgary 

July 

7 

Beilis 

Nov, 

13 

Eckville 

Nov. 

17 

Edmonton 

Occupancy 

Service  Station 
Plumbing  Station 
Planing  Mill 
Garage 

Coal  Company 

Bedding  Manufacture 

Theatre  &  Hall 

Storage  &  Chop  Building 

Church 

Warehouse 

Hotel  and  Cafe 

Saw  Mill 

Garage 

Go  rage 

Poolroom  and  Barbershop 

Poolroom 

High  'School 

General  Store  &  Drug 

Clothing  Store 

Store  (j  Beauty  Salon 

Boiler  House 

Saw  Mill 

Lumber 

Lumber  Company 
Lumber  Shed 
Garage 

Truck  and  Trailer 
Barn 

Business  Place 

Hotel 

Hotel 

Dwelling  &  Locker  Plant 

Elevator 

Saw  Mill 

Bush  Camp 

Auto  Parts 

Steel  Pipe  Manufacture 

Dwelling 

Dwelling 

Barn 

Church 

Warehouse 

Business  Place 

General  Store 

Business  Place 

Food  Locker 

Service  iStation 

Vehicle  and  Cabin 

Dwelling 

Barn 

Dwelling 

Hall 

Appliance  Store 
Elevator 
Repair  Shop 
Drying  Tunnels 
Hotel 
Elevator 
Dwelling 
Supper  Lounge 
General  Store 
General  Store 
Restaurant 


Loss 

Cause 

20,453 

Electricity 

16,863 

Unknown 

88,947 

Unknown 

36,390 

Unknown 

26,572 

Unknown 

23,298 

Unknown 

10,768 

Unknown 

35,203 

Heating  of  Grain 

23,336 

Unknown 

35,636 

Gasoline  Explosion 

45,000 

Suspicious 

12,768 

Unknown 

13,000 

Oil  Stove 

25,992 

Unknown 

11,965 

Unknown 

12,118 

Uniknov/n 

10,003 

Unknown 

10,077 

Defective  Chimney 

24,210 

Unknown 

46,385 

Unknown 

10,435 

Run  over  of  Oil 

16,486 

Lightning 

15,000 

Unknown 

10,780 

Spontaneous  Ignition 

12,557 

Unknown 

15,770 

Gasoline  Fire 

20,000 

Collision 

24,190 

Playing  with  matches 

12,500 

Short  Circuit 

14,113 

Exposure 

18,363 

Suspicious 

12,014 

Unknown 

50,000 

Unknown 

11,154 

Gasoline  Fire 

18,865 

Unknown 

231,313 

Unknown 

13,616 

Short  Circuit 

12,233 

Unknown 

15,105 

Lightning 

13,045 

Unknown 

35,000 

Unknown 

1 1 8,602 

Unknown 

25,967 

Sparks  ignited  fumes 

76,698 

Electrical 

64,0aJ 

Unknown 

22,757 

Electrical 

16,085 

Unknown 

50,200 

Propane  Tank 

10,000 

Lightning 

18,500 

Unknown 

12,347 

Unknown 

13,000 

Unknown 

12,204 

Electrical 

100,000 

Lightning 

29,568 

Unknown 

42,422 

Overheating 

37,114 

Unknown 

64,000 

Unknown 

10,000 

Electrical 

79,852 

Unknown 

30,720 

Unknown 

1 46,269 

Unknown 

19,740 

Unknown 

17 


Table  No.  8  —  Continued 


Date 

Location 

Occupancy 

Loss 

Cause 

Dec. 

8 

Medicine  Hat 

Dwelling 

20,000 

Unknown 

Dec. 

19 

Edouard 

Dwelling 

13,412 

Unknown 

Dec. 

2 

Brochett 

General  Store 

24,500 

Unknown 

Dec. 

15 

Barrhead 

Hotel 

125,000 

Unknown 

Dec. 

14 

Gadsby 

Hotel 

40,000 

Unknown 

Dec. 

12 

Whitelaw 

Garage 

29,686 

Electrical 

Dec. 

9 

Red  Deer 

Body  Shop 

11,069 

Gasoline  Ignition 

Dec. 

16 

Hinton 

Garage 

44,227 

Gasoline  Ignition 

Dec. 

28 

Tawatinow 

Garage 

13,090 

Unknown 

Dec. 

23 

Edmonton 

Dry  Cleaners 

104,086 

Cleaning  Fumes  ignited 

TOTAL  $3,945,566 


TABLE  No.  9 

INSPECTIONS  AND  ORDERS  ISSUED 


Number  of  cities,  towns  and  villages  visited  and  inspected  _ 

Number  of  orders  to  remedy  conditions  (written)  _ 

Number  of  orders  to  remedy  conditions  (verbal)  _ _ 

Number  of  orders  to  remedy  conditions  (written  by  fire  chiefs)  — 

Number  of  written  recommendations  _ _ _ 

Number  of  buildings  inspected  _ 


454 

402 

296 

12 

2,769 

2,393 


CHARACTER  OF  ORDERS  ISSUED 


Recharge  or  provide  fire  extinguishing  equipment  _  47 

Improve  housekeeping  conditions  _ _ _ _ _  57 

Repair  or  install  fire  alarm  system  _  10 

Protect  combustible  material  near  stove  pipes  and  heaters  _  22 

Provide  exit  doors  and  panic  bolts _ 15 

Repair  faulty  electric  wiring  _  9 

Install  lights  or  signs  over  exits  _ 6 

Tear  down  or  repair  dilapidated  buildings  -  24 

Provide  underground  storage  for  petroleum  products  -  4 

Build  or  repair  brick  chimneys  -  7 

Provide  outside  fire  escapes  -  10 

Relocate  or  correct  hazards  at  bulk  oil  stations  -  14 

Provide  approved  and  correctly  installed  oil  burning  equipment  -  5 

Discontinue  gasoline  for  cleaning  purposes  - - -  21 

Other  orders  - - -  39 

Remove  obstructions  from  exits  -  15 

Post  directional  fire  exit  signs  - - -  4 

Cut  grass  and  weeds  from  nearby  buildings  and  vacant  lots  -  -  28 

Discontinue  storage  under  stairway  -  23 

Enclose  inside  stairways  - - -  6 

Remove  grease,  dirt,  etc.,  from  hoods  over  stoves  and  ranges -  1 

Remove  grease  and  dirt  from  electric  motors  -  1 

Replace  worn  out  or  properly  support  stove  pipes  -  9 

Remove  gasoline  barrels  from  mercantile  buildings  to  approved  warehouses  -  *7 

Clean  stove  pipes  and  chimneys  -  3 

Discontinue  burning  rubbish  beside  buildings  -  8 

Dispose  of  oily  or  waxy  rags  in  metal  container  -  1 

Post  "NO  SMOKING"  signs  _ _ _  4 


TOTAL  _ _ _ _ _  402 


18 


TABLE  No.  9  —  Continued 


SPECIAL  INSPECTIONS 


Schools  _ 

71 

Town  Fire  Departments  _ 

77 

Hospitals _ 

99 

Hotels - 

25 

Institutes  -  18 

Bulk  Fuel  Oil  Stations  _  22 

Others - 53 


TOTAI _  365 


SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES 


Fire  Prevention  - 

Civil  Defence  - 

Fire  Department  Equipment 
Others  _ 


Meetings 

Films 

Attendance 

154 

196 

11,017 

.....  1  1 

1 

391 

53 

9 

1,025 

.....  67 

1 

5,536 

285 

207 

17,969 

Schools 

Hospitals 


FIRE  DRILLS 

131  Institutions  - - -  11 

79  Others  _  4 

225 


Number  of  fire  departments  inspected  93 
Written  recommendations  to  towns  and 
villages  re  fire  protection  equipment  67 


Fire  department  practices  held -  58 

Demonstration  of  extinguishers  in  schools 
and  hospitals  -  137 


BUILDING  PLANS  CHECKED 


Schools  -  312 

Hospitals  _  39 

Nurses'  Homes  _ 9 

Dormitories  _  3 


Bulk  Warehouses  — _ _  129 

Others  -  21 

TOTAL _ 1 _  513 


TABLE  No.  10 

FIRE  INVESTIGATIONS 


Number  of  fires  investigated  (departmental  investigations  only) 
Number  of  Informations  laid  reported  to  the  department  (Arson) 

Number  of  convictions  (Arson)  - 

Number  pending  (Arson)  - 

False  pretences — Dismissed  - 

False  Pretences — Convictions  - 

Arson  (Juveniles) — Placed  on  probation  - 

Incendiarism  Fires  Investigated  - 

Suspected  Incendiarism  Fires  Investigated  - 

INSPECTOR'S  MILEAGE 


Mileage  by  car  - 

Mileage  by  train  — 
Mileage  by  plane  — - 

TOTAL 


117 

11 

o 

y 

2 

1 

1 

3 

22 

24 


116,414 

1,162 

12,968 


130,544 
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TABLE  No.  1 1 

STATEMENT  OF  FATALITIES— 1 957 


A.— -Direct  Cause  of  Death 

Men 

Women 

Children 

Total 

Bodily  burns  from  flames  _ 

10 

3 

15 

28 

Asphyxiation  by  smoke  or  fire  gases  _ 

8 

0 

3 

11 

TOTAI _ 

18 

3 

18 

39 

Injuries  Reported  _ 

38 

B.  Causes  of  Fire  That  Resulted  in  Death 

Men 

Women 

Children 

Total 

Ignition  of  gasoline  (accidents  with  lamps, 

motors,  etc.)  - - - 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Lard  spilled  on  stove  _ 

1 

1 

Overheated  stoves  or  pipes  _ 

1 

2 

3 

Smoking  Materials  _ 

6 

2 

8 

Stubble  fire  in  field  _ 

1 

_ . 

_ _ 

1 

Leak  in  propane  pipe  _ 

_ _ _ 

1 

_ _ 

1 

Oil  Heater  _ 

1 

- 

1 

Using  gasoline  or  kerosene  to  light  stove  _ 

2 

_ 

7 

9 

Hay  Baler  fire  _ 

1 

_ _ _ 

_ _ 

1 

Welder  ignited  gasoline  _ 

1 

_ _ _ 

_ 

1 

Tractor  overturned  _ 

_ 

1 

1 

Unknown  _ 

4 

— 

3 

7 

TOTAL  _ 

18 

3 

18 

39 

C.  Urban  _ 

12 

2 

8 

22 

Rural  _ 

6 

1 

10 

17 

TOTAI _ 

18 

3 

18 

39 

D.  Dangerous  Conditions  Leading  to  Loss  of  Life 

Men 

Women 

Children 

Tota 

Kerosene  or  gasoline  misused  to  light  fires  - 

2 

7 

9 

Gasoline  handled  in  open  containers  or  spilled 

near  open  flame  _ 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Lard  spilled  on  stove  - 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

Trapped  in  stubble  fire  _ 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Welding  Gas  tank  and  car  - 

1 

_ 

— 

1 

Improper  installation  of  propane  piping  - 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Careless  smoking  habits — smoking  in  bed  - 

6 

— 

2 

8 

Lack  of  clearance  between  stoves  and  smoke  pipes 

and  combustible  materials  - 

1 

1 

2 

Repairing  Oil  heater  _ 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Tractor  overturned  and  caught  fire  - 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Clothes  exposed  to  open  flames  - 

1 

— 

1 

Unknown  _ 

3 

— 

4 

7 

Trapped  when  hay  baler  caught  fire  - 

1 

— - 

1 

TOTAI _ 

18 

3 

18 

39 

20 


TABLE  No.  12 


THE  EIRE  LOSSES  IN  CITIES,  TOWNS,  VILLAGES,  AND  HAMLETS 

AND  INSPECTIONS  REPORTED 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Place 

Buildings 

Inspected 

Orders 

Issued 

Fire  Loss 

Populaticn 

CITIES 

Calgary  - : - 

9,568 

28 

428,376.00 

217,000 

Cam  rose  - 

ml 

nil 

12,541.00 

5,817 

Drumheller  _ 

nil 

nil 

981.00 

■  2,634 

Edmonton  _ 

13,565 

135 

948,975.95 

238,353 

Grande  Prairie - 

210 

31 

21,575.00 

6,500 

Lethbridge  - - - 

1,850 

17 

325,250.00 

31,850 

Lloydminster  - 

35 

6 

1 1 ,589.00 

5,800 

Medicine  Hat  _ 

632 

ml 

130,434.00 

20,757 

Red  Deer  - 

862 

26 

22,462.70 

13,580 

Wetaskiwin  _ 

nil 

nil 

5,184.00 

4,476 

TOWNS 

Athabasca  — - - 

nil 

nil 

4,691 .00 

1 ,293 

Banff  - 

175 

2 

2,600  00 

3,000 

Barrhead  - - - 

nil 

nil 

143,080.00 

2,000' 

Bossono  - 

nil 

nil 

nil 

753 

Beoverlodge  - 

50 

1 

nil 

900 

Beverly  _ _ _ 

20 

2 

2,000.00 

6,200 

Black  Diamond  _ 

nil 

nil 

nil 

991 

Blairmore  _ i _ 

nil 

nil 

nil 

1,973 

Bonnyville _ 

302 

nil 

1,608.00 

1,709 

Bow  Island  _ 

52 

2 

3,626.00 

1,050 

Bowness  - - - 

62 

2 

3,991.00 

8,00) 

Brooks  - 

nil 

nil 

40,150.00 

2,600 

Colmar  _ _ _ 

nil 

nil 

2,046.00 

730 

Cardston  -  - 

nil 

nil 

13,873.00 

2,607 

Castor  _ 

nil 

nil 

298.00 

958 

Claresholm  _ 

60 

15 

1 ,760.00 

2,760 

Cold  Lake  _ 

nil 

nil 

10,958.00 

1,097 

Coo  Ida  le  _ - _ 

350 

4 

nil 

2,327 

Coleman  - 

nil 

nil 

1,000  00 

1,600 

Coronation  - 

4 

1 

564.00 

900 

Cynthia  - - — . 

nil 

nil 

nil 

65 

Daysland  _ _ _ 

nil 

nil 

16.00 

499 

Devoni  - - - 

12 

nil 

9,764.00 

1,429 

Didsbury  _ 

18 

3 

2,974.00 

1,200 

Drayton  Valley  - 

nil 

nil 

43,299.00 

2,588 

Edson  - - - 

25 

nil 

11,773  00 

3,062 

Foirview  _ - 

300 

1 

5,417.00 

1,600 

Folher  - _ 

ml 

nil 

7,672.00 

800 

Forest  Lawn  _ _ _ — .T _ 

30 

1 

8,500  00 

6,000 

Fort  McLeod  _ _ _ 

103 

nil 

292.00 

2,500 

Fort  Saskatchewan  _ ...  _  _ _ 

35 

nil 

6,085.00 

3,414 

Gleichen  - 

7 

nil 

nil 

435 

Grande  Centre  _ _ 

nil 

nil 

nil 

1,095 

Granum  _ _ _ 

nil 

nil 

nil 

322 

Grimshaw  _ 

23 

nil 

3,638.00 

1,070 

Hanna  _ 

nil 

nil 

40.00. 

2,037 

Hardisty  - - - 

nil 

nil 

nil 

650 

High  Prairie  _ 

131 

1 

6,709.00 

.  2,000 

High  River  _ 

58 

4 

1,922  00 

2,100 

Hinton  _  _ 

2 

1 

94,500  00 

3,000 

Innisfail  _ 

121 

4 

1 ,259.00 

1,750 

Irvine  _ 

nil 

nil 

nil 

233 

Jasper - - - 

29 

nil 

22,76600 

2,200 

Jasper  Place  - 

nil 

nil 

47,364.00 

15,957 

Lacombe  - 

50 

2 

5,72000 

3,000 

Lac  La  Biche -  - 

nil 

nil 

306.00 

967 

Leduc  _ 

17 

nil 

13,500.00 

2,100 

21 


Table  No.  12  —  Continued 


No.  of 


Place  ’  Buildings 

Inspected 

Lodgepole  - 1 -  -  nii 

Magrath  - - — -  50 

Manning  - ^ -  nil 

McLennan  _  nil 

McMurray  - ^ -  nil 

Milk  River  - - -  nil 

Montgomery  - — -p. - . - .  nil 

Morinville  _ -i - - - -  nil 

Mundare  - ^ -  nil 

Nanton  - 30 

Okotoks  - 175 

Olds  - . — -  nil 

Peace  River  - - - - C.  486 

Pincher  Creek  - 1 -  nij 

Ponoka  - . - 25 

Provost  - : -  50 

Raymond  -  20 

Redd  iff  _ - _  nil 

Redwater  -  nil 

Rimbey  _ nil 

Rocky  Mn.  House  — - -  nil 

Spirit  River  -  42 

St.  Albert  - nil 

Stavely  - nil 

Stettler  _  nil 

Stony  Plain  - 162 

St.  Paul  _ L -  7 

Strathmore  _  9 

Sundre  _  nil 

Sylvan  Lake  - 22 

Taber  -  68 

Tofield  _  nil 

Three  Hills  -  "  19 

Two  Hills  -  15 

Valleyview  -  2 

Vegreville  _ - _  70 

Vermilion  _ _ _  ■  91 

Viking _  27 

Vulcan  _  77 

Wainwright  _  9 

Westlock  -  300 

VILLAGES 

Acme  -  nil 

Airdrie  -  nil 

Alberta  Beach  _ nil 

Alix  - nil 

Alliance  _  8 

Amisk  -  nil 

Andrew  _ 61 

Arrowood  -  nil 

Barons _ nil 

Bashaw  _  ni! 

Bawlf  - - - - _  nil 

Beiseker  -  '  nil 

Bellevue'  _  nil 

Bentley  _  4 

Berwyn  -  nil 

Big  Valley  _  4 

Bittern  Lake  _  nil 

Blackfald  _ nil 

Blackie  _  nil 

Botha  - - - j„.„. _  nil 

Bowden  - :J. _ ^ _  nil 


No.  of 

Orders 

Fire  Loss 

Population 

Issued' 

nil 

16,553.00 

555 

3 

1 1 ,470.00 

1,240 

.  nil 

18,402.00 

726 

nil 

5,120.00. 

1,092 

nil 

4,295.00 

1,110 

nil 

5,335.00 

642 

nil 

nil 

6,000 

nil 

6,088.00 

957 

nil 

28,509.00 

650 

nil 

TOO.OO 

1,100 

nil 

nil 

760 

nil 

934.00. 

1,980 

nil 

3,000.00 

2,350 

nil 

7,500.00 

800 

nil 

4,625.00 

3,500 

nil 

50.00 

1,000 

4 

r>  138.00 

2,450 

nil 

44,687.00 

‘  2,100 

nil  ' 

4,588.00 

1,065 

nil 

3,961 .00 

^-'980 

nil 

16,584.00 

1,285 

''  nil 

2,042.00 

1,285 

nil 

15,179.00 

1,320 

nil 

125.00 

‘  338 

f  nil 

29,519.00 

3,359 

nil 

1,215.00 

1,100 

nil 

65,805.00 

2,500 

2 

nil 

750 

nil 

3,330.00 

1,0.50 

321 

512.18 

'1,206 

14 

65.00 '  - 

3,768 

nil 

nil 

800 

nil 

nil 

1,300 

3 

.  300.00 

1,000 

ni! 

29,985.00 

800 

6 

9,200.00 

2,800 

nil 

1,829.00 

2,680 

14 

42.00 

897 

16 

26,638.00 

1 ,250 

nil 

3,761 .00 

3,000 

4 

1,107.00 

1,500 

nil 

22,927.00 

292 

ml 

nil 

327 

nil 

nil 

127 

ni! 

nil 

517 

nil 

4,000.00 

300 

nil 

nil 

151 

8 

8,806.'00 

626 

nil 

nil 

240 

nil 

ml 

352 

nil 

ml 

597 

nil 

35,055.00 

287 

nil 

nil 

7  321 

nil 

6,243.00 

■  1,300 

nil 

nil 

530 

nil 

7,740.00 

358 

3 

nil 

500 

nil 

nil 

45 

nil 

nil 

340 

nil 

nil 

198 

nil 

nil 

102 

nil 

26,62500 

296 

22^ 


Table  No.  12  —  Continued 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Place 

Buildings 

Orders 

Fire  Loss 

Population 

Inspected 

issued 

Breton  _ 

-  n-il 

nil 

nil 

560 

Boyle  - 

-  nil 

1 

1 50.00 

304 

Bruderheim  - . . 

_  8 

nil 

nil 

290 

Burdett - 

-  —  nil 

nil 

nil 

225 

Carbon  - 

_  nil 

nil 

nil 

400 

Carmangay  - 

_  19 

nil 

nil 

300 

Caroline  _ 

- 1 _  n  i  1 

nil 

949.00 

296 

Carstairs  - 

_  nil 

nil 

185.00 

449 

Cayley  - 

_  5 

nil 

30.00 

139 

Cereal  - 

_  10 

nil 

nil 

168 

Champion  - 

-  nil 

nil 

22,579.00 

40.2 

Chauvin  _ 

-  nil 

nil 

nil 

353 

Chinook  _ 

-  -  nil 

nil 

6,365.00 

154 

Chipman - 

-  nil 

nil 

nil 

192 

Clive  - 

-  n.i  1 

nil 

458.00 

249 

Cluny  - 

_  nil 

nil 

nil 

197 

Clyde  _ _ 

_  10 

nil 

1,071.00 

250 

Cockrane  - 

-i _  nh 

nil 

nil 

707 

Consort - 

_ - _  nil 

nil 

3,900.00 

536 

Cowley  - 

-  n'l 

nil 

nil 

92 

Craiqmyle  - 

_  nil 

nil 

1 ,589.00 

138 

Cremona  - 

-  -  -  -  nil 

nil 

nil 

192 

Crossfield  - 

_  20 

nil 

55.00 

459 

Czar  - 

-  nil 

nil 

nil 

161 

Delbourne  _ 

_  nil 

nil 

nil 

429 

Duchess  _ 

-  nil 

nil 

178.00 

177 

East  Coulee  - 

_  12 

nil 

11,303.00 

1,400 

Eckville _ 

_  30 

nil 

151,229.00 

425 

Edberq  - 

_  nil 

nil 

nil 

167 

Edqerton - 

-  nil 

nil 

nil 

292 

Elk  Point  _ 

-  nil 

nil 

1,028.00 

594 

Elnora  _ 

-  nil 

nil 

nil 

177 

Empress  _ 

-  _  _  _  nil 

nii 

nil 

480 

Entwistle  _ 

_  nil 

nil 

nil 

354 

Evansburq  _ 

_  _  —  -  nil 

nil 

120,884.00 

358 

Ferintosh  _ 

_  16 

nil 

958.00 

227 

Foremost  _ 

_  nil 

nil 

nil 

456 

Forestburq  - 

_  _  -  -  nil 

nil 

nil 

552 

Fort  Assiniiboine 

-  nil 

nil 

n,il 

176 

Frank  _ 

_  3 

nil 

37,1 1 4.0'"^ 

221 

Gadsby  - 

-  nil 

nii 

nil 

145 

Galahad  _ 

-  .....  _  _  nil 

nil 

nil 

215 

Girouxville  _ 

_  nil 

nil 

331.00 

300 

Glendon  _ 

_  nil 

nil 

300.00 

314 

Grassy  Lake _ 

_  nil 

nil 

nil 

282 

Hairy  Hill  _ 

_  nil 

nil 

850.00 

183 

Halkirk  _ 

_  -  _ _  nil 

nil 

nil 

209 

Hay  Lakes  _ 

_  _  1 2 

nil 

2,500.00 

225 

Hines  Creek _ 

_  _  nil 

nil 

15,189.03 

360 

Holden  _ 

_ _  n  i  1 

nil 

nil 

544 

Huqhenden  _ 

_  nil 

nil 

nil 

212 

Husser  _ 

_  nil 

nil 

nil 

168 

Hvthe  - 

_  _  ...  n'l 

nil 

429  00 

500 

Innisfree  _ 

_  33 

11 

1 4,470.00 

330 

Irma  _ 

_  _  nil 

nil 

nil 

421 

Irricana  _ 

_  _  nii 

nil 

nil 

158 

Kdlom  _ 

_  nil 

nil 

547.00 

524 

Kinuso  _ 

_  nil 

nil 

nil 

306 

Kitscoty  _ 

_  nil 

nd 

nil 

286 

Lavov  _ 

_  _  nil 

nd 

nil 

127 

Legal  - 

_  nil 

nil 

430.00 

457 

1  omont  _ 

_  nil 

nd 

nil 

632 

Lomond _ 

nd 

nil 

nil 

189 

Lougheed  _ 

_  25 

3 

2,376.00 

201 

•23 


Table  No.  12  —  Continued 


Place 


No.  of  No.  of 

Buildings  ■  Orders 

Inspected  Issued 


Fire  Loss 


Monnville  _ 

nil 

nil 

654.00 

Marwayne  - 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Mayerthorpe  - 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Millet  _ 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Milo  _ 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Minburn  _ 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Mirror  _ 

nil 

nil 

34,064.00 

Morrin  _ 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Munson  _ 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Myrnam  _ 

116 

nil 

6,028.00 

Nampa  - 

nil 

nil 

nil 

New  Norway  - 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Nobleford  - 

nd 

nil 

nil 

Onoway  _ 

6 

nil 

221.00 

Oyen  - 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Penhold,  _ 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Picture  Butte  — 

42 

nil 

4,575.00 

Radway  - 

13 

nil 

nil 

Rocky  ford  _ 

3 

nil 

4,289.00 

Rosemary  _ 

. 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Rumsey  - 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Rycroft  _ 

nil 

nil 

85,345.00 

Ryley  - 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Songudo  - 

6 

1 

84,778.00 

Sedqewich  - 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Sexsmith  _ 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Smoky  Lake  _ 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Spruce  Grove  - 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Standard  _ 

nil 

nil 

2,998.00 

Stirling  _ 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Strome  — _ _ 

nil 

ml 

12,120.00 

Thorhild  _ 

nil 

nil 

100.00 

Thorsby  _ 

6 

nil 

nil 

Tilley  _ 

nil 

nd 

nil 

Trochu  - - - 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Turner  Valley  _ 

8 

nil 

2,642.00 

Vauxhall  _ 

10 

nil 

50.00 

Veteran  _ 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Vilna  _ 

nil 

nil 

2,425  00 

Wanham  _ 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Warburg  _ 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Warner _ 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Worspite  _ 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Waskatenau  _ 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Wembley  _ 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Wildwood  _ 

nil 

nil 

77,785.00 

Willingdon  _ 

nil 

n'l 

2,500.00 

Youngstown  _ 

HAMLETS 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Colinton  - _ _ 

nil 

nil 

1,416.00 

Grande  Centre  — - 

nil 

nil 

5,915.00 

Mercoal  _ _ _ 

nil 

nil 

6,101  00 

Nampa  _ 

nil 

nil 

414.00 

Sherwood  Pork  _ 

112 

nil 

217.00 

Population 


599 
337 
563 
427 
167 
150 
591 
267 

82 

400 

212 

273 

263 

3C0 

562 
213 
900 
210 
250 

158 
104 
424 
495 
331 
608 
345 

563 
309 
230 

430 
306 
288 

600 

240 
680 
400 
750 

241 
374 
254 
257 
450 

159 
289 
272 
547 

431 
305 


800 


24 


